BOSWELI/S LIFE OF JOHNSON
do with them? You scrape them, it seems, very neatly, and
what next?5 JOHNSON. {I let them dry, Sir.' BOSWELL.
*And what next?' JOHNSON. *Nay, Sir, you shall know their
fate no further.' BOSWELL. Then the world must be left in
the dark. It must be said (assuming a mock solemnity,) he
scraped them, and let them dry, but what he did with them
next, he never could be prevailed upon to tell.' JOHNSON.
*Nay, Sir, you should say it more emphatically: - he could
not be prevailed upon, even by his dearest friends, to tell.'8
He had this morning received his Diploma as Doctor of
Laws from the University of Oxford. He did not vaunt his
new dignity, but I understood he was highly pleased with it.
His Taxation no Tyranny being mentioned, he said, *I
think I have not been attacked enough for it. Attack is the
re-action; I never think I have hit hard, unless it re-
bounds.' BOSWELL. 'I don't know, Sir, what you would be
at. Five or six shots of small arms in every newspaper, and
repeated cannonading in pamphlets, might, I think, satisfy
you. But, Sir, you'll never make out this match, of which we
have talked, with a certain political lady, [Mrs Macaulay]
since you are so severe against her principles.' JOHNSON.
'Nay, Sir, I have the better chance for that. She is like the
Amazons of old; she must be courted by the sword. But I
have not been severe upon her.' BOSWELL. Tes, Sir, you
have made her ridiculous.' JOHNSON. That was already
done, Sir. To endeavour to make her ridiculous, is like black-
ing the chimney.'
I talked of the cheerfulness of Fleet-street, owing to the
constant quick succession of people which we perceive pass-
ing through it. JOHNSON. (Why, Sir, Fleet-street has a very
animated appearance; but I think the full tide of human ex-
istence is at Charing-cross.'
I mentioned that Dr Thomas Campbell had come from
Ireland to London, principally to see Dr Johnson. He seemed
angry at this observation. DA VIES. 'Why, you know, Sir,
there came a man from Spain to see Livy; and Corelli came
to England to see Purcell, and when he heard he was dead,
went directly back again to Italy.' JOHNSON. 1 should not
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